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Rebuilding, Revival And Restoration Of The People Of God

Do you ever think that we sell Christianity short?  Do you ever think when we talk about Christianity that it is, to easy, or maybe it is to boring.  Yeah, you go to Sunday school and church, you try to behave and be nice.  Is that what it really means to be a follower of Jesus Christ?  Well in Nehemiah 6 we found out that if you are going to be a follower of Yahweh, you should expect a fight. If you are going to do what is right, you should expect a fight.  Now I am not saying, if you think that you are right, you should go pick a fight.  They are very different, right?  But if you are going to do what God has called you to do, if you are going to follow His agenda then you should expect opposition.

Before we get to Nehemiah 6 and 7 I want to take you to the New Testament, Matthew 10.  Here we have Christ is about to send out His disciples.  He has given them a mission.  You will pick up real quickly the answer to my opening question, the Christian life is not easy nor is it boring, if you are following Christ.  (Matt.10:1-2) He mentions the apostles and names them.  He gives them authority over unclean spirits, ability to heal every kind of disease and sickness.  With this empowerment then He calls them to this mission.  (Matt. 10:5-8) These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  And as you go, preach, saying (the message), ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’  Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.  Freely you received, freely give.”  [I love that it is a great phrase.  I gave you much, I have equipped you so now go and deliver.  (10:16) Now this is what it is going to be like when I send you out.]  (Matt. 10:16-20) “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; [That’s not good.  Sheep don’t do well with wolves.  They don’t play nicely together do they.] so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves.  But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in their synagogues; and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.  But when they hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are to say; for it will be given you in that hour what you are to say.  [I love that promise.  Don’t worry, I’m with you, I will tell you when and what to say and even how to say it.  Then He tell you how this happens in verse 20.]  For it is not you who speak, but it is (who) the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.  He’s not just going to give them information, He’s literally going to fill them and speak through them by His Spirit.  We find out in verse 21 this gets close to home.  (10:21-22) “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.  You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.”  The Christian life is not easy.  The Christian life as described here in Matthew 10 and as we will see in other places, is not a simple boring easy kind of … you know let me take Jesus into my life to kind help be deal with some issues that I am working on.  In other words, let me add a little bit of Jesus to my resume, to my collection, to kind of help me out with some issues I’m struggling with.  No, no.  Jesus, if you are going to follow Him, He will send you out like sheep among the wolves.   He will put you in situations where even your own family will seek your demise.  Not boring either because He said, “I will put you in places to speak for Me and I will tell you when you need to speak and what you need to say.”  There is nothing boring about that at all is there.  Look at what He says several times in the rest of this chapter.  This phrase shows up [I encourage you to mark it if you haven’t already] (Matt. 10:26) “Therefore do not (what) fear them, …. (10:28) “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather [do what] fear Him [God] who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  (10:31) “So do not fear;  over and over again His response to these disciples as He sends them out on His mission is it is going to be dangerous.  You will encounter opposition but do not fear.  I am with you.  I will speak through you.  Don’t worry, do not fear.  Fear Me, not them.  

Paul also has a similar message.  2nd Timothy is the last letter, the last inspired piece of scripture that we have from Paul we believe.  This letter is his last will and testament so to say.  He is passing on the carrying on of the gospel ministry to Timothy who has been running along beside him for several years.  He has been training and teaching him.  Taking him on these journeys and he’s encountering these persecutions and suffering.  The words in this letter tell you what is going on.  Like guard, ashamed, suffering, persecution, afflictions, he even uses the word fight in this letter. It’s plain the context here is not, hey Timothy I want you to take care of yourself, make sure you fully fund your 401-K fund, make sure you’ve got a nice place up in the mountains, make sure your kids are all taken care of – no, that is not the tone of this letter at all.  (2nd Timothy 1:14) He tells him to Guard the treasure.  All throughout this letter he tells him how to go about guarding that treasury, how to continue in that mission.  When we get to 2nd Timothy 3 this is where he tells him what it is going to be like.  (2nd Tim. 3:1) [Paul says] But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  It’s not going to be easy Timothy.  What’s it going to look like?  (3:2-5) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.  Difficult times will come Timothy.  If you were to take this baton from my hand, if you are to follow in my footsteps, if you are to join me in this mission of guarding the treasure of the gospel of Jesus Christ, you should know that it is not going to be easy.  Difficult times will come.  [Look at that list.  What a horrible list of characteristics he will encounter.  Quite honestly I can see a lot of these today, can’t you.  Some of these I even wrestle with myself.  This is what the environment will be like.]  (3:10-12) Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me!  [Now look at the next verse.  Underline it, anything to draw your attention to it.] Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  [I’m wondering if the little blue booklets that we pass out in evangelism, I’m wandering if the coffee conversational evangelism that we have where the minute and thirty second elevator pitch that we do to present the gospel, I wonder if it has any of this in it.]  Should you decide to take on any of this mission, should you decide to follow Jesus Christ, you should expect a fight.  You should expect opposition to come.  Both Jesus and Paul would testify it’s not going to be easy.  

What would Nehemiah say?  You studied Nehemiah, what would Nehemiah say about pursuing the right thing?  Let’s go look.  Remember this is a true story, not a parable, not a character, not just a moral lesson that somebody has devised.  It is history and it’s God ordained that we study it.  God preserved the details of this historical account and the specific details, they are His idea.  So we should pay very close attention to those details.  We don’t want to make broad sweeping stroke observations.  We want to be good students, careful students as we inductively study.  When we study a chapter we must always determine its context, the environment in which it sits.  

Let’s back up to Nehemiah 2 and look at some of this opposition.  What kind of opposition do we see to this rebuilding plan of Nehemiah’s.  (Neh. 2:10) When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite [Those “ite” names mean they are not from where? They are not Israelites, not part of the covenant keeping people but the outside foreigners.] official heard about it, it was very displeasing to them that someone had come to seek the welfare of the sons of Israel.  [Here is our first hint that there is going to be trouble.  There are officials in the land, foreign officials, somehow overseeing the land that get word that a rebuilding program is coming and they are upset.  They don’t like this idea of someone seeking the welfare of the sons of Israel.]  (Neh. 2:19) But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab hear it, they mocked us and despised us [I would encourage to mark every kind of opposition.  I simply put a red squiggly under it to make it stand out from the text.] and said, “What is this thing you are doing?  Are you rebelling against the king?”  Mocking, Despising.  What is implied in that last statement?  Rebellion.  There is an accusation there, a false accusation.  So 2:10 & 2:19, we find out that the opposition is against those seeking the welfare of the Jews.  Their tactic is mocking, despising and accusing.

The next episode.  (Neh. 4:1) Now it came about that when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became furious and very angry and mocked the Jews.  (4:8) [This is after they heard and they are angry according to  4:7.]  All of them conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause a disturbance in it.  Do you see the momentum building here?  It starts off with mocking and some accusing.  Now they are beginning to unite and organize and build a conspiracy.  It has gone from mocking and now in chapter four it has gone to what?  They want to fight, cause a disturbance.  They are getting physical now.  (4:11) Our enemies said, “They will not know or see until we come among them, kill them and put a stop to the work.”  Do you hear that progress?  Starts with mocking, goes to fighting and causing a disturbance and now in 4:11 it gets absolute.  We want to kill them.  But notice the pronouns.  Are the pronouns singular or plural?  Plural.  They are talking about the group of people.  

Nehemiah 5.  You might say that there is no opposition but actually there is.  This time the opposition you could say is not coming from the outside but rather from the inside.  You have got brothers against brothers.  Brothers are holding other brothers in slavery because of financial situations.  They are charging interest.  [You have already studied this.  But what I love about chapter 5 is, he address this opposition just like he does in the earlier passages.  He goes right after it and calls it what it is.]  When he gets in chapter 5 he does the same thing.  He goes after his own brothers.  But what I love about Nehemiah is, he’s not just a talker is he?  Don’t you love the end of Nehemiah where we are told, he did not take advantage of the governor’s food allowance.  We are also told that he didn’t issue a tax that he had the right to issue.  He also did not buy the land that he had the right to buy.  He took those privileges, which he could have, usurp over and benefited from the plight of his brothers but he decided to walk the talk and to be a great example.  Look how God honored him.  He didn’t take the food but did he eat well?  How many people ate at his table?  150 and did they eat well?  Yes, it listed it out.  It wasn’t just bread and water it was wine and all these great things.  God even met him in that.  So the opposition is not only just from the outside but sometimes the opposition like chapter five can come from brother to brother, the inside.  

Nehemiah 6.  Let’s see what we can learn about opposition.  The point that I want to make under this point is to show you the progression of the opposition.  It started with words and ended with swords.  So there is a progression, it grows, it gets stronger and stronger.  Go to Nehemiah 6 and let’s see what we can learn about opposition.  You have studied this chapter, done your key words and list.  I want to point out a couple of things that we can learn about opposition.  

1.  Opposition is personal.  (Neh. 6:1-2) [Nehemiah speaking] Now when it was reported to Sanballat, Tabiah, to Geshem the Arab and to the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall, and that no breach remained in it, although at that time I had not set up the doors in the gates, then Sanballat and Geshem sent a message to me, saying, “Come, (Jeremiah) let us meet together at Chephirim in the plain of Ono.”  But they were planning to harm me.  So we have him working on the wall, being busy doing what God has called him to do and a message comes.  Does the message come to the people of Jerusalem?  No, it is for Nehemiah.  They have changed their strategy.  They have failed in their previous attempts now what they want to do is pick out the leader, Nehemiah.  They want to draw him away from the work maybe to slow it down, maybe to stop it in one sense but we’re told very clearly that God wants us to see in verse two that the agenda was (what) to harm him.  Sometimes opposition can be personal.  Sometimes opposition is not just about you Christian, about you conservative Evangelical, about you students of the Word, sometimes it’s about you or you or you when opposition comes against you personally by name.  You are singled out.  

2.  Opposition is persistent.  It’s not always personal but its persistent.  How many times did they send this letter?  Four times.  The text doesn’t tell us it changed each time like, “okay, I know you can’t make it all the way to Chephirim.  [Which we do not know if it is a collection of villages or an actual village.  Most of the scholars believe that it is somewhere about 25 miles outside of Jerusalem.  Traveling by foot or donkey is a long way, a days travel.] How about meeting us at blah blah town, which is only 17 miles away?”  In the third letter, “Meet us at Nenoh town which is only about 12 miles away.”  You don’t see it.  They sent the same letter over and over and over again.  Sometimes opposition doesn’t make just one pass at you and moves on.  Sometimes it will hound you, trying to wear you down just bit by bit so that finally or eventually you say, “Okay, I’ll give in.”  Opposition sometimes is not just personal sometimes it is also persistent.  Did you also see there at the end of the chapter.  This starts (v. 17) the last paragraph in chapter 6.  The time frame in verse 17 is (what) “also in those days”.  So it could be during the rebuilding of the wall, might be after the rebuilding of the wall, but it is interesting how the text is laid out because at verse 15 & 16 it’s like we are done.  In fact if I were writing this story I would have ended with verse 16.  Look at the end of the verse (6:16) … they recognized that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God.  Amen.  That’s where you would end the story but verse 17 is like a little parenthetical phrase just tacked onto the end.  We know that it is ordained by God, this is God’s words.  This not just some human trying to figure out what God would say.  God pinned these words through a writer.  He wants us to know maybe even after a victory of the walls up.  Or somehow associate it with that conclusion.  (Neh.6:19)  …Then Tobiah sent letters to frighten me.  That’s persistent.  If this is after the rebuilding of the walls, if it is, I would say then we could pick up from that then a point of application.  That even in victory we can still be vulnerable.  In fact I would say sometimes that’s when we are the most vulnerable.  We think we’re done with the opposition and we’re victorious and kind of relishing our victory but sometimes that’s when you are attacked again.  Opposition is persistent here isn’t it?  Four times and again a fifth time.  

3a.  Opposition will use propaganda.  Here comes a letter (Neh. 6:5) an open letter [most people tell us sealed letters] which gives us the idea that other people can read it.  [In our contacts it might be a broadcast e-mail.  E-mail sent to you but other people were copied init.]  The content (Neh.6:6) In it was written, “It is reported among the nations, and Gashmu says, that you and the Jews are planning to rebel; therefore you are rebuilding the wall.  And you [Nehemiah] are to be their king, according to these reports.  [Then twice further down.] (6:7) “You (Nehemiah) have also appointed prophets to proclaim in Jerusalem concerning you, ‘A king is in Judah!’  And now it will be reported to the king [Artaxerxes I] according to these reports.  So come now, let us take counsel together.”  He’s trying to lure him here.  This opposition then is not only personal and persistent but it was would used propaganda.  In other words they would use lies.  This is a clear lie.  Think about the impact of this lie.  Put yourself into Nehemiah’s shoes.  The great king Artaxerxes that you worked for, you were his cup bearer, you are his official, has granted you money and access and empowerment to go to rebuild not his city but your city for your God.  If the word gets back to Artaxerxes, “Hey Nehemiah is taking your money.  Not only taking your money but he’s going to start a rebellion that’s why he’s building up the wall so that you can’t get in.  Not only that he’s using his theology, his bible, his people to prophecy that he is the one.”  [I don’t know if it is included here but there is a prophecy kind of coming through history at this point of a Messiah King that will come and deliver their people from their depression right.  Historically we are right in the middle of all of that, but there is this sense of anticipation.]  And the lie is “You’re rebuilding the walls to start up a rebellion against the king who is funding rebuilding the walls.  You’re not only doing it but you’re doing it with your own prophets to raise up yourself as king.”  I don’t know about you but I would be high tailing it to Persia to make sure Artaxerxes doesn’t think this.  You don’t want to make Artaxerxes mad.  So here is the lies.  

3b. Opposition comes in deception.  But it’s not just the lies there is also deception involved.  (Neh. 6:10) When I entered the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who was confined at home, he said, “Let us meet together in the house of God, [where] within the temple, and let us close the doors of the temple, [why] for they are coming to kill you, and they are coming to kill you at night.”   Opposition not only comes in blatant lies but it can come in deception.  What is he playing on here?  Shemaiah knows [actually we find out he is hired by the bad guys] that a possible way into his defense, a way to get him frightened, a way to get him to stop is to play on his fears.  They are coming after him.  Look at the strategy.  Why don’t you go into the temple, within the temple, [if you have done your homework you know that is very much taboo.  Laymen are not allowed in the temple. Numbers 3 & 18, very clear.  

I was doing some research and it brought to mind 1st Kings 1, Adonijah is in trouble with King Solomon.  So what does he do to kind of tag base, to make sure he is safe, he runs and lays his hands on the horn of the altar.  It is important to note the layout here.  You have got the temple within some _________.  You have this outer court and you have this thing right here, not inside but outside and that is where that brazen altar was that had these horns.  Adonijah goes and he grabs a hold of those horns.  It’s like, “Let’s talk about this Solomon.  This is a safe place.  I am basically pleading your mercy in front of God and everyone.  Let’s talk about this.”  So there is a sense which going to the temple had a place of refuge.  We call it a sanctuary.  The sanctuary is a safe place, a place of refuge to go to.  But that is not what he is encouraging him to do.  He is saying, “Why don’t you go inside.”  Once he’s inside he says to do what?  “Lock the doors.”  This building has no windows.  This is actually a good place if you are going to put up a stand to hide people or defend yourselves.  Now we know to do that would be a sin.  He even says it.  But the deception of the enemy is, its okay to break a couple of rules because the ends can justifie the means.  It’s okay to step across the line a little bit if it’s for your safety.  We know that God wants you to be safe.  We know that the ultimate is your life and you don’t want to lose your life, so in order to keep this rebuilding process going, in order to get the bigger mission you need to fudge a little bit.  [Have you ever been in a situation like that?  Where your integrity is challenged?]  You see opposition sometimes doesn’t come straight up at you like the lies that we see in 6:6. Sometimes it comes from a deceptive point of view of come on you.  It’s okay.  Come into the temple.  But he again stands against that, he calls it like it is.  (Neh. 6:11-12) But I said, “Should a man like me flee?  [He’s not being boastful and arrogant.  He’s the leader.  He’s the one heading this thing up.  Chronologically it fits very well with the end of chapter 4, where he is telling them, “Do not be afraid.  Do not fear them.”  He’s preaching them this message and now you want me to go save my skin by going into the temple?]  And could one such as I go into the temple to save his life?  I will not go in.  Then I perceived that surely God had not sent him, but he uttered his prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.”   

You know you can discern God’s will if you know His word.  Sometimes we think of discerning his will as having some kind of radio channel straight to Him.  But you know His will is pretty clear and it is right here in the Bible.  You can discern the opposition’s deception if you know God’s will.  He knew God would not have him go into the temple.  God would not ask him to sin to save his life, but he knew that because of Numbers 3 & 18.  He remembers the story (2 Chron. 26:16-21) of King Uzziah, who went in to burn incense and what happened to him?  He walked out with leprosy.  He knew his word.  You too can know, you to can fight this opposition, especially if its an attack of deception if you are grounded and established in His word.  You compare what you think you are hearing from God to what you know He has said.  O would that save us a lot of trouble and confusion.  It would put pastors and counselors out of business.  Is this God’s will?  Well, lets go look.  If you know God’s will you can discern the opposition deception.  

Not only does he use propaganda and other persistent and personal but look at 6:17-19 again.  (Neh.6:17) Also in those days many letters went from the nobles of [Samaria, it’s not Samaria it is Judah.  Judah is the county which lies the city Jerusalem, which is the headquarters of Yahweh.  God Almighty His beloved city, His name is on it.  This is His headquarters and the nobles of the county of Judah are writing letters.  They are writing letters to who?  Tobiah.  Good we’ll straighten him out, no, and Tobiah’s letters come to them.  There is a correspondence, a relationship between the nobles of Judah and the opposition.  It even gets thicker doesn’t it.] Judah to Tobiah, and Tobiah’s letters came to them.  (6:18) For many in Judah were bound by oath to him [Tobiah, the enemy.  Here is the reason.] because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah the son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had married the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah.  [The basic jest is there is intermarriage going on and if you were to do some research you would find these names in the list of Ezra of the returning.  They are in the list of chapter 3 of those who are rebuilding the walls.  Do you see the problem?  Tobiah is connected to the people of God, to the people of Israel by marriage, by vows, by oaths and that connection is now causing dialogue and correspondence to go back and forth.  What kind of correspondence is it?  What are they saying to each other?  What does the dialog consist of?  (6:19) Moreover, they were speaking about his [Tobiah] good deeds in my presence [they are promoting Tobiah and how great he is to me, Nehemiah would say.] and reported my [Nehemiah] words to him.  [Tobiah.]  Do you see what they are doing?  They are insiders and they are sharing information back and forth.  There is some propaganda going on.  Tobiah is great, Tobiah built this, Tobiah paid for that.  Tobiah took care of me here, Tobiah, Tobiah, Tobiah.  He’s so great Nehemiah.  And then reporting what he says back to Tobiah.  Then what does Tobiah do with this information?  What does Tobiah do with this leverage position, inside the family of Judah?].  Then Tobiah sent letters to frighten me.  

4.  Opposition can come from your own people.  So the fourth thing that you see is that opposition can come from your own people.  We saw that already in chapter 5, the injustice between them.  Here we have the enemy has integrated into the family by marriage, by oath, and that has caused a breach which we can say in the wall.  He has now gotten in.  The enemy has gotten his foothold, he has broken in and he is using that position to try to scare Nehemiah.  You see he is penetrating, he is going to do it another way, he’s coming through the family and trying to tear him down in that way.  Jesus said the same thing didn’t He in Matthew 10?  Who will betray who He said, brother against brother, father against child, child against parent.  That’s the hardest thing that even opposition can come from those who you think you are safe with.  That must tell us that all of our eggs can’t be placed in the family basket.  [I’m not saying the family not absolutely important, you are to love your wife like Christ loved the church.  You are to submit to your husband as you submit to God.  You are to take care of your children, feed and nourish and raise them up.  With all of that aside, you do know that is not the battle line.  That is not the final line that you will draw.  If they raise up an opposition you must know who side they are on.  I can tell you, I have seen people’s relationship with God wither because of a child, a spouse that they couldn’t break their allegiance to when it came to a contest with the allegiance of God.  That’s hard.]  Deuteronomy 13:6-11, tells us, that if someone comes into your midst and promotes, does a sign or a miracle, says come and let us follow after other gods that you are to put them to death.  Then He adds this clause.  If this person is someone who is very close to you, it uses very intimate terms, wife of your bosom, your child, your brother, someone very close, if they are the one that Deuteronomy 13 says, it is to be your hand to throw the first glove.  This intimate relationship then can also become a foothold for the enemy.  [I didn’t even like to say that out loud.  I have three lovely daughters and a gorgeous wife, I would hate to have to draw the line.]  But our allegiance is to be so devoted to our Heavenly Father that there is no other relationship, that can replace that One.  That can challenge that One.  Hard words to come from your own people.  So what is the solution.

So what is the solution.  Where does the victory come from?  We can look at Nehemiah and we can build a list of his skill, his gifts.  Verse 3 we find out he is very focused.  Don’t talk to me I am on the wall and I have a great work to do.  He is very focused on his task.  We can say in verse 4 that he is resilient.  Time after time after time again there is no compromise, there is no backing down.  He stays on the wall.  He stays focused and he puts the hand out to the enemy and says, “Talk to the hand, I’m not coming.”  I’m not coming.  I’m not listening.  I’m not engaging you opposition back off I have work to do.  So he is focused, he’s resilient, we could describe him as being determined couldn’t we?  Disciplined as with Shemaiah and Sanballat we could say he is discerning.  We could wrap all of that up and say he is devoted to what God has called him to do.  That must be the answer.  We need to be focused, resilient, determined, disciplined, discerning and devoted just like Nehemiah.  But so was Sanballat.  So was Tobiah.  So was Geshem.  These guys were determined, disciplined and focused and devoted to there calling.  They too did not give up.  So what do you have?  Am I to be more determined than the enemy?  Is that the secret?  Am I to be more focused than the enemy?  Is that the answer?  Is that what the text would have us to say?  You need to try harder, you need to be more determined.  Whoever has the most discipline or has the most devotion wins.  [I see you shaking your heads no.  Praise the Lord.]  That’s not the answer.  What is the answer?  His secret was this, he was at the very center of God’s will.  The very center of God’s will.  Guess what, when you are at the very center of God’s will, opposition has no chance.  No way.  When you are at the center of what God has specifically called you and equipped you and put you in the path, you will not fail.  It doesn’t mean it will not be hard.  Does not mean there will not be times of discouragement and disappointment.  But if you are at the center of His will, if you are doing what He has told you to do, you will be successful.  In Joshua 1:7-8, He said, “Look don’t go to the right, don’t go to the left, stay right on the path.  Focus on Me, meditate upon Me day and night, then you will have success wherever you go.  Now lets not help them out.  Things will go great but if you are at the center of His will you will find it.  

Let me ask you, how do you get to the center of God’s will?  I would love to have that blue line I see on TV now with Fidelity, show me where to walk.  Goes here right?  It is like a television commercial for a consolation for your finances.  But God doesn’t actually do that does He?  How do you get into the very center of God’s will where you are for sure guarantee success?  Faith.  I know it is a Christian word but “faith.”  It is trust.  What faith is when you boil it down to its very core, you are simply saying, “Lord, I trust You completely and I am all in.  My agenda, my family, my life, my possessions and everything is Yours.  I am completely in.”  That is faith.  How does he get this faith?  How do you get that kind of faith that puts you into the center of God’s will, which guarantees you success in whatever God calls you to do?  Look at verse 9, it’s tiny in this text but it is so powerful.  (Neh. 6:9) For all of them were trying to frighten us, thinking, “They will become discouraged with the work and it will not be done.”  [Here comes the secret.]  But now, O God, strengthen my hands.  That’s it, prayer, asking God would you do with me what You would have me to do.  Would You equip me with what You called me to do.  That is the secret.

Normally I wouldn’t build theology off of one clause out of a whole chapter.  But you’ve studied Nehemiah at this point.  Is he praying to His father?  O, yeah.  Great study up to chapter 6, his connection, his communication and his seeking the will of God through prayer, isn’t it.  Beautiful.  That’s the secret.  So it’s not devotion. It’s not just discipline.  It’s not just the discerning.  [Now hear me out, those are all important and are included.  So you don’t throw those away for prayer.  Because when you pray, he was planned, he was ready and he acted.  He jumped in and he went.  He had his plan but he moved ahead because he had prayed.]  The reason why I want to stress this so hard to you is because so many people read Nehemiah and the conclusion is I will never be like Nehemiah.  That’s for superstar hero leader types.  That’s why the people who write books on Nehemiah are typically leaders.  We get fired up about it.  It is speaking our language, we love it, it rings our bell.  But I know that there are some in this world who are not called to be up front leaders.  I don’t want them to say, “Nehemiah is not for me.  It’s only for the preachers, the pastor’s, the speakers, the leaders.  It’s only for them.”  No, it is for you because opposition will come to you if you follow Christ.  If you put your agenda in His hands and you say, “Whatever you would have me to do, I completely trust You.  I exercise faith in You, now show me what to do.”  You will fight and you will come across people who will want to stop you.  Guarantee it.  So what hope is there?  Nehemiah would say it is by praying to God.  (6:9) … O God, strengthen my hands.  

Think about these four things that we see that the opposition is trying to do.  If you were to add these up, take all four of these and add them up and say, “What is the grand conclusion?  What is the summary?  What is their goal to do?”  I would say it shows up four times in this passage with a key word.  (6:9) For all of them were trying to (what) frighten us, … (6:13) He (Shemaiah) was hired for this reason, that I might become frightened and act accordingly and sin, so that they might have an evil report in order that they could reproach me.  (6:14) …the rest of the prophets who were trying to frighten me.  (6:19) …Then Tobiah sent letters to (what) frighten me.  What does frighten mean?  It means to cause you to fear.  What impact does the opposition, when it brings in fear, what impact does that have on the believer?  Well I would suggest that fear has a process.  

Fear starts off by first slowing you down. Kind of like the guys trying to delay the work on the project.  Fear distracts, it slows you down.  It is something to worry about.  It takes your mind and your will off what God would have you to do.  But guess what, it doesn’t stop there.  It is not satisfied just slowing you down.  

Fear wants you to disengage.  Quite honestly this is where much of Christianity is today in my opinion in the United States of America.  It’s not that we are going the wrong way, it’s just that we are not going.  We’ve just kind of kicked it into neutral and we are kind of coasting.  But we are not pressing on towards what God has called us to do.  But guess what, it’s not satisfied with just disengaging us.  

Eventually fear if not dealt with will disable you.  It’s design is to make you end up in a fetal position in the corner sucking your thumb, wailing and crying.  That is where if fear is not dealt with, it is the path that it wants to take you on.  This is their agenda, they want to frighten.

What is the antidote to fear?  Is there a cure to fear?  Absolutely, it is faith.  (1st John 4:1-3) Telling them not to be afraid of the spirit of the antichrist, do not be afraid of those who come, he says.  (1st John 4:4) … because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.  As we read in Matthew 10:28, do not fear him who can kill the body but rather fear Him who can kill both the body and the soul.  The antidote to this fear is an access to God through prayer, in faith, and in walking in what He calls you to do.  That places you in the center of His will.  And in the center of His will, brothers and sisters, you are guaranteed success.  

You want some of that?  Do you want to be a part of that success?  So back to my original question, is Christianity easy?  No, it is not something that you do in your arm chair, it’s not something that you do on a casual basis.  Christianity is “all in” type of relationship isn’t it.  Everything is brought to bear.  Is Christianity boring?  No, it’s not boring.  If you find yourself in the center of God’s will, you can end up in a situation just like Nehemiah.  He might be calling you in your city, your community, your neighborhood, He might be calling you in your family to take a stand with the truth.  I can hear already, you don’t understand my family, you don’t know my neighborhood, you don’t know my city?  The opposition would be heavy.  O really.  This ought to be exciting then.  Because if you are at the center of God’s will, if you are doing what is right, then you should expect a fight.  But if you are doing it in the center of God’s will, you should expect to win.  That’s not boring, that’s exciting. He is the King of kings is He not.  He is the Lord of lords and He is coming again with a reward and He will reward those of us who have followed Him faithfully.  There is a great anticipation, a great expectation that we should live in looking forward to the return of our Savior that we might not be ashamed on His return because we were at the center of His will.  Living an exciting life fully devoted to Him.  Fully connected through prayer and faith to the One who leads us.  May God be praised.  Let’s pray together.

Father we thank you so much for Your word.  We thank You for just the promises that we can pull out and recognize that Nehemiah, yes, he is an example and yes he is a great example and You have given us many things that we can apply directly to our lives.  But Lord we are also reminded that this is not just about a man, this is about a man and his God.  We serve the same God.  We serve You, O heavenly Father.  So would You draw us to Yourself, would You draw us even farther into Your word, into Your will that we might follow You faithfully.  That we might be prepared for the opposition that is ahead and that we might be like Paul and say that we have fought the good fight, we kept the faith. Because of our connection to You, because of our faith in You that You have secured us victory.  We ask these things in Christ name.  Amen.

